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Botanic Garden in Dublin .” 



Whitehall, Treasury Chambers,"! 
13 July 1846. J 



Ordered, by The House of Commons, to be Printed, 13 July 184G. 



COPIES of Correspondence on the Subject of the Grant proposed in Aid of 
the Expense of completing the Conservatories and other Buildings in the 
Botanic Garden in Dublin . 



Sir, Dublin Castle, 19 December 1845. 

In transmitting the accompanying letter, and its enclosure, from the Royal 
Dublin Society, addressed to the Lords of the Treasury, soliciting the grant of a 
further sum of 2,065 Z., in order to enable the Society to complete the general 
plan of their conservatories, I am directed by the Lord Lieutenant to state, for 
the information of the Lords of the Treasury, that His Excellency recommends 
the expenditure of the above sum, and requests the favourable attention of their 
Lordships to the application of the Society. 

I am, &c. 

E. Cardwell, Esq., (signed) Thomas F. Fremantle. 

Treasury Chambers, London. 



Sir, Royal Dublin Society, 12 December 1845. 

We have been directed by the Royal Dublin Society to transmit, for the 
information of the Lords Commissioners of Her Majesty’s Treasury, the enclosed 
copy of a statement, bearing date the 24th July 1844, in reference to the appli- 
cation of the sum of 2,000 1. granted by Parliament in the Session of 1844, in 
aid of the erection of new conservatories at their Botanic Garden. Such state- 
ment was accompanied by plans and estimates of the proposed buildings, which 
still remain at the Treasury. The consent of their Lordships was subsequently 
obtained to the application of the sum of 2,000 1. in the manner suggested in the 
statement ; viz., in completing the right wing of the new conservatories and the 
passages, and in providing for the heating of both wings. These works being 
now nearly finished, we are directed respectfully to inform their Lordships, that j 
the only part of the general plan remaining to be undertaken, and necessary tojf f 
complete the range, is the central circular part and dome, as exhibited in thtf" 
plan in their Lordships’ possession. ... 

It is to be observed, that of the estimates which accompanied the plans, the 
first was for completing the whole of the then remaining part of the general 
plan, including the right wing and passages (which have now been built), and 
the central dome, which yet remains to be built, amounting to 4,06frf. 

Of this sum 2,000 1. has been already granted by the liberality of Parliament, 
and applied, with the sanction of the Lords of the Treasury, as above stated. 
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2 CORRESPONDENCE ON THE GRANT PROPOSED IN AID 



The Royal Dublin Society now most respectfully request, that their Lord- 
ships may be pleased to recommend to Parliament the grant of a further sum of 
2,065 Z., bemg the residue of the estimate above referred to, in order to enable 
the Society to complete the general plan of their conservatories, by the erection 
of a central part and dome, in consideration of the importance of preserving the 
valuable collection of plants belonging to the Society, and which are maintained 
for public purposes. 

We have, &c. 

(signed) Isaac Weld, 

L. E. Foot, 

E. Cardwell, Esq., Honorary Secretaries. 

Secretary to the Treasury. 



To the Lords Commissioners of Her Majesty’s Treasury. 

Statement on the part of the Royal Dublin Society, in reference to the 
Application of a Sum of £.2,000 granted by Parliament, in Aid of the 
Erection of new Conservatories at their Botanic Garden. 

It having been intimated by Lord Eliot, that it would be deemed the most 
desirable course to have the plans and estimates of the new buildings submitted 
to the Lords of the Treasury, the Secretaries of the Society now beg leave to 
send them forward accordingly. 

In referring to the drawing, however, it becomes necessary to explain that 
the left wing of the conservatories therein represented, has already been lately 
erected and paid for, amounting to 969/. ; the apparatus for heating the same, 
which is not yet provided for, being alone wanting to its completion. 

The estimates of Messrs. Darley & Montgomery, which accompany the plans, 
are divided, as it will be perceived, under three heads. 

First estimate is for completing the whole of the remaining part of the 
general plan, which has not yet been undertaken, amounting to the sum 
of 4,065 /. 

Second estimate is for completing the central circular part and dome, toge- 
ther with the passage marked (A.) to connect it with the part already built, 
amounting to the sum of 3,150 /. 

Third estimate is for completing the right wing, together with the two pas- 
sages marked (A.) and (B.), which will be hereafter required to connect the wings 
with the. central circular division and dome, amounting to the sum of 1,250 /. 

Thus it appears, that whilst the sum of 2,000 /. would be quite inadequate for 
the central division and dome, it would be more than sufficient to complete the 
right wing and passages (A.) and (B.), and provide for the heating of both 
wings ; and if it should be the pleasure of their Lordships to issue the amount 
necessary for the completion of the right wing and passages, for the present, then 
what was executed would be complete and useful in itself, and conformable to a 
general plan, which might hereafter be carried into effect. 

The Secretaries of the Society beg leave to represent to their Lordships, that 
if the whole of the range were completed, it would not be more than sufficient to 
preserve and show off 'to advantage the plants already existing in the old houses 
of the Society ; which old houses were some years ago condemned by the archi- 
tect of the Board of Works, as unworthy of repair, and are rapidly falling into 
decay . 

The Secretaries of the Society further beg to state, that as the Botanic Garden 
is mainly, if not wholly, dependent for support on the bounty of Parliament, so 
it now is and ever has been considered as a public and national establish- 
ment, for which such a range of conservatories as the one proposed is no more 
than barely appropriate ; and if carried into effect, there can be no question of 
the improvements being hailed with satisfaction by the public, as indeed all 
those already effected through the Royal Dublin Society invariably have 
been. ■ 

, Their Lordships will please to bear in mind, that the exertions of the Society 
in subscribing and providing for improvements in their institution, have not 
peen confined to the sum of 1,000/. or thereabouts, expended on one \ving of 
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OF THE EXPENSE OF THE BOTANIC GARDEN, DUBLIN. 3 
recommend them to the future liberality of Parliament ’ h"* ^ 



Royal Dublin Society, 
24 July 1844. 



(signed) Isaac Weld , 

L. E. Foot, 

Honorary Secretaries, 



but that ° f C— ! 

Secretary of Ireland, m the terms g 7 ‘° Chief 

Copy of a Treasury Minute, dated 8 May 1846. 

Read a letter from the Secretary for Ireland, dated 19th December last 
enclosing a Memorial from the Royal Dublin Society, praying for a further urant 
of money (viz. 2,065 1.), m order to enable them to complete the general pkn of 

h^r r 68 ' con ™y in g the recommendation of the L?rd Lieutenant 
that the request may be acceded to. 

r,„^! f ° re . C T" g r t0 an 7 decision bp° n this subject, My Lords would feel it 
eiilarl 1 *° b t “ formed , of a11 tIle circumstances of the case, and would parti- 
te wesenrp-ranr 0 " ° f ‘u 6 pr0 P 0sed expenditure, towards which 

SocX nffrfmf W , been eontributed from the funds of the 

and wL L & ♦ local ? ub f° npl ‘‘OHS! also, whether the Society have taken any 
and what Steps to obtain the sum requisite for the completion^ the building 7 



bir ’ Dublin Castle, 22 May 1846. 

I am directed by the Lord Lieutenant to state, that his Excellency having in 
pursuance ot the desire of the Lords of the Treasury, as expressed in your letter 
ol tile 8th instant, called for further information relative to an additional grant 
of 2,0651., to enable the Royal Dublin Society to complete the general plan of 
their conservatories, has received the accompanying statement from the Honorary 
Secretaries of that Society, which is forwarded for the consideration of the Lords 
of the .treasury, in reference to the documents adverted to in the statement, and 
which are before their Lordships. 

I am, &c., 

E. Cardwell, Esq. (signed) Richard Pennefather. 



To the Lords Commissioners of Her Majesty’s Treasury. 

Statement on the part of the Royal Dublin Society, in reference to Sir 
Thomas Fremantle’s Letter to the Lords of the Treasury, dated 19 Decem- 
ber last ; submitting the Recommendation of his Excellency the Lord Lieu- 
tenant of Ireland for the Grant of a further Sum of 2,065 l, to enable the 
Royal Dublin Society to complete the general Plan of their Conservatories. 

His Excellency the Lord Lieutenant having transmitted to the Secretaries of 
the Royal Dublin Society a letter from the Lords Commissioners of Her Ma- 
jesty’s Treasury, addressed to the Earl of Lincoln, dated the 8th May instant, 
requiring to be informed of all the circumstances of the foregoing case, and 
particularly what portion of the proposed expenditure, towards which the present 
grant is asked, will have been contributed from the funds of the Society or from 
local subscriptions ; also, whether the Society have taken any and what steps 
to obtain the sum required for the completion of the building ; the following 
facts are respectfully submitted to the consideration of their Lordships : — 
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The necessity for anew range of conservatories in the Society’s Botanic Garden 
originated in the architect of the Board of Works, in the year 1842, having con- 
demned the old houses as unworthy of repairs and unfit for the preservation of 
the Society’s valuable collection of plants. 

The Society being in consequence desirous of obtaining a new range of con- 
servatories on the most approved modern principles, and at the same time, by 
personal exertions on their part, of laying a ground for Parliamentary aid towards 
such an important public object, succeeded in raising by private and local con- 
tributions a sum of about 1,000 /., which was expended in the erection of the 
left wing of a proposed new range of wrought-iron curvilinear houses, glazed 
with patent sheet glass. 

Subsequently, at the desire of Lord Eliot, plans and estimates for completing 
the remainder of the new building were submitted to the Lords of the Treasury, 
with an explanatory statement ; the estimate for completing what then remained 
to be done amounting to 4,065/. These plans and estimates still remain at the 
Treasury. 

In the year 1844 Parliament was pleased to grant a sum of 2,000/. towards 
the foregoing object, which sum has since been expended, with the approbation 
of the Treasury, in erecting another wing (the right) of the proposed range, 
together with two passages, marked on the plan (A.) and (B.), required to connect 
the wings with the central circular division and dome. 

There has been thus already erected, at an expense of about 3,000/., the two 
wings and connecting passages of the intended range, comprising in length 
320 feet, furnishing to public view a magnificent but unfinished object, all, how- 
ever, now complete and useful in itself, supplied with heating apparatus, and 
stored with beautiful and valuable plants. 

Of the above sum of 3,000 /., one-third has been contributed from private and 
local subscriptions. 

With respect to their Lordships’ inquiry as to whether the Society have taken 
any and what steps to obtain the sum requisite for the completion of the build- 
ing, the Society regret to have to inform their Lordships that the usual Parlia- 
mentary grant of 5,300 /. to the Society, being inadequate to support the exist- 
ing establishment in a proper state of efficiency, and being all allocated to specific 
objects by a Minute of their Lordships, no portion thereof can be appropriated 
to building purposes ; and that, after the exertions already made to raise, by 
subscription, the sum of 1,000/., which has been applied in the manner stated, 
they consider any further attempt to complete the buildings from private and 
local contributions, would not be successful. 

The Secretaries of the Society beg leave to represent to their Lordships, that 
if the whole of the range was completed, it would not be more than sufficient to 
preserve and show off to advantage the valuable plants in the Society’s posses- 
sion, a large portion of which still remains in the old decaying houses; and 
further, that as the Botanic Garden is mainly, if not wholly, dependent for 
support on the bounty of Parliament, so it now is and ever has been considered 
as a public and national establishment, for which such a range of conservatories 
as is now proposed is no more than barely appropriate, and, if completed, there 
can be no question of the improvement being hailed with satisfaction by the 
public. J 

(signed) Isaac Weld , 



Royal Dublin Society, 20 May 1846. 



L. E. Foot , 

Honorary Secretaries. 



Copy of Treasury Minute, dated 5 June 1846, on the preceding 
Communication. 

Read a letter from the Under Secretary for Ireland, dated 22d May, enclosing 
a statement from the Honorary Secretaries of the Royal Dublin Society, relative 
to an additional grant of 2,085 1 being made to the Society to enable them to 
complete the general plan of their conservatories. 

Acquaint the Under Secretary for Ireland, that it is My Lords’ intention to 
submit to Parliament a vote of 2,000 Z. for the Botanical Garden at Dublin. 
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